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The IRANSLATOR 
To tte READER. 

Ch Here is no ingenious man that is not un- 
Et acquainted with the Curioſities to be 
met with in the World, who hath not 
either ſeen ſom T ranſmutation of Metals,or 
at leaſt heard ſo many witneſs that they have 
ſeen-it ; as to be perſwaded that there is 
ſuch Thing as the Philoſophers-Stone , or 
Powder ot Proje&tion. Only there be ſome 
great men ( as his Highneſs Prince Rupert, 
who hath ſeen the Projettion at Franktort, 
in Germany) who ſeem to queſtion whether 
ſuch Ponder or TinQure 7s prepared with 
Profit. But this Doubt is bereby now fully 
cleared and reſold, from the great quantity 
of this Tincture /eft buried by the » Abbot 
Founder of the Church it was found in: ( as 
this Relation informs you) for it is not 
credi blet bat the Abbot was Maſter, before 
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The Preface 
be bad done the Work , of ſuch an immenſe 
T reaſure,as he mu5t needs have had to draw fo 
much Tincurefrom : which could not be ex- 01 
trafted (if the Preparation thereof is with- \,; 
out profit,) from a leſſer quantity of Gold lf, 
than it gives or yield again inthe Projetti- pr 
on : ſo that the ſame quantity of Gold as it fr 
yields again muſt have bin ſpoited to make it; 
which it is not credible an Abbot of Ger- 
many was Mafter of,as is ſaid. And,for the Ml ;, 
Truth of this Relation,beſades that, it is at- 
teited by many men of great Cuality, good |} 
parts, Probity, aud Modeſty, by the Empe- 
ror += ; by Count Walleſtein who was f 
Reſident here a year ago; and by Dr. Becher 7 
at preſent in this City, It is ſo publickly 
known through all parts of Germany, chiefly Þ 
about Vienna where this was tranſadted , | 
that to doubt, or deny it, were as abſurd, as þ 
if one denyed that the Weit-Indies have bin Nt} 
found out of late years,or that there be ſhips 
at Sea, becauſe be hath ſeen neither. 


But 


. 
x Bo 
Wb 
. 


To the Reader. 

But among the many remarkable Paſſages 
in this Relation, one thing is moſs worthy of 
0bſervation,viz.the Honeſty of F.Fra.Prey- 
hauſen,»bo deſerves to be chronicled for bis 
Faithfulneſs &- Truth to F.W enceſlaus the 
Finder of this Pouder : for he wanted neither 
ſequent Opportunities nor ſpecious Preten- 
ces t9 effeft what ſomPrinces could not forbear 
0 attempt(i. to rob W enceſlaus of his Pow- 
ler) tho without a certainty of Succeſs, ©» 
tho he was himſelf ſure of Succeſs,for be was 
thrice, for a good while each time, « entruſted 
with the Box, might find Excuſes enongh 
fir it ; yet he not only did not ſuccomb to the 
[emptation of getting All,as they did;but did 
wt ſo much as deny, purloin, or withbold the 
eat part of the Ponder from F.W enceſlaus, 
even when (ſeeing how be ſquandred it away ) 
be bad a good pretence to keep back ſome for 
bis uſe : and might juitly have claimed and 
reſerv'd ſome for his own uſe alſo,not only for 


vs Services, but for the great Dangers he 
| had 
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The Preface 
had expoſed himſelf to for his {ake ; thin 


keeping T rue to the End,even agatnſt his own 
Right & ſo great aTemptation. A faithful 
man who can find ?Pro. 20.6. But bere ſuch. 
one is ſound, and that among the Fryers! 
1Vhence I am glad to Obſerve, T hat all the 
Fryers are not quite ſo black as ſome make 
them ; and to ſec that among them, as well as 
among other Setts ſome good men are to be 
found who make (onſcience of an Oath, and 
keep it tho to their loſs. T hanks be to F.Fran- 
cis's Honeity for ſo much as we know of this 
whole Concern. I am ſure that if he had what 
his Honeſty deſerv's, what the Emperor hath 
done for W enceflaus had bin beſtowed upon 
þ1m1; and that W enceſlaus himſelf,zbili in 
the Dungeon, would have ſaid with all his 
peart, that if he would do for him what he 
hatn aone,be would deſerve what he hath not 
had, 1 mean the whole Pouder : But Honety 
meets ſeldom with what it deſerves. 
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ASSERTED: 
Ce 
4 Being expoſed to Publick Sight and Sale in our Dates. 


DE Place where Wenceſlaus $ tilerins 
(who is the main Subjed of this fol- 
lowing Diſcourſe) was born,] am not 
certain whether it was at Yrenns, yea 
or no; ButſureI am He was of the 
»-/uſtrian Country :* and his brother 
did wait upon the Count of IVeiſe;- 
wolf, the younger. After, Sezlerius 
| himſelf, when he was about the 20th 

year of his Age, he was caſt into a Monaſtery of the 1«- 
he guſtine Fryers at {runa in Mozavia : where, after his year 
"of of 'robation , he took the Habit upon him, and was a7- 
mitted into the Number of Fryers, though it were againſt 

ty his Will, as he afterwards confeſſed, and 2s the Event 
. Cid make appear : For having once made Profeſſion of the 
Order, he did continually ſtrive and ſtudy how he might 
irce himſelf from the Monaſtery, and ſeeing that could 
not be done without Money, and Money, in his Circum- 
B ances, 
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lances, could not lawfully be obtained : He began to 
. ſtudy an indire&t way for the obtaining rhereof, for his 
fellow Fryers having often muttered to him of ſome great 
Treaſure hid in their Monaſtery, he had a great delve ro 
find it our, 

And in order thereanto, he did not ſcruple to learn 
the Magick Arr, if any one had been ready to inform 
him therein : wherein Fortune ſeemed to favour his de- 
t:rcs, for there was an old Woman, a Cow-keepers wite, 
tying beforc the Gate of the Town, and Fortreſs, who 
was $kiltul therein, and he came to be acquainted with 
her upon this Occation. 

The yonger Monks and Students, as they were cal- 
led, are allowed ſome ſet daies,cvcry weck, to walk out of 
the Gares of the City.to enjoy the open Air and to refreſh 
their minds, ſuppoſed to be wearied with ſtudy ; In theſe 
Relaxations one Company diſperſed it ſelf here, another 
rhere, as they think fit for their Divertifment. Bur Fryer 
1. acrſlaus (tor fo I ſhall hereafter call him) made uſe of 
this Occaſion, alwayes to vilſit the ſaid old woman, and 
upon the pretence of drinking New milk, to interogate 
her concerning her Art. And in a ſhort time he got ſo 
much into her Favour as to obtain from her a ſmall Wax- 
ball marked with certain Figures or Characters, which was 
of that Virtue, Thar, if it was laid upon.the Ground, ir 

, wou'd preſently run to the place where any Treaſure was 
hid : (This Ball I afterwards ſaw often in his Cuſtody, 
and handled it with my hands.) 

Ir happened afterwards, That, as the Cuſtom is for 
the old Fathers when they grow weak, to have ſome young 
Fryers to aſſiſt them; ſo, tryer Wen:eſl1 was aſſigned to 
attend an ancient Father, who was a Cabaliſt, and a lover 
of Magick, in which ſtudics, ar any Vacancics,he ſpent his 
time. Ke often rold Fryer Wence/laus, That there was 2 
Vaſt Treaſure hid in the Church of their Monaſtery , t0 
whom - 
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whem Merc: ſlans replyed. That he had got a Ball which, 
he was aſſured, had the Virtue to dilcover hidden Trea- 
ſures : And, thereupon he ſhewed him the Ball, andthe 
Characters ceelled themon, which the old Father did 
ſeriouſly conſider, and much valued them, 

A while after, as they two were walking alone if the 
Church, afore day, after Mattens, they Tryed the Ball,by 
laying it down in ſeveral Places, but tound no effet; Ar 
laſt, placing it near a certain Pillar old and ruinous, it be- 
gan to ſhew its Efficacy and Virtue by irs often running 
thereto : This they Interprered for a certain Indication, 
That the Treaſure was there hid ; bur how to come ar it 
was the Queſtion. They had neither Leave, Means nor 
Opportunity to break down this ſtony ſtructure, neither 
did they certainly know at what height or deph thereof 
the Treaſure was laid in ir. So that upon theſe Diſcou- 
ragements they were forced to ler it alone. 

But it happened afterwards, That, a great Tempeſt 
ariſing, The whole Church, and eſpecially this decayed 
Pillar, was ſo ſhaken and ſpoiled, that ro prevenr its fal- 
ling down. the Abbot was neceſſitated tro order it to be 
demoliſhed. And in regard the old Father, whom Frycr 
We; claus attended, had Skill in Architefture, and by rea- 
fon of his Infirmitics could nor be otherwiſe ſerviceable ro 
the Monaſtery, he was therefore appointeed ro overſee 
the Maſons ; which Office he and his Aſſiſtant Fryer Wer- 
ceſlaus did willingly undertake, and were very ſedulous in 
theit Atrendance, and diſcharge thereof. When the Pillar 
was almoſt all pulled own, They found therein a Copper- 
box, of a reaſonable bigneſs, which the old Father pre- 
ſently ſnarch'd up and carrycd it into his Cloyſler, and 
immediately opered it : Where, at the Top, he found a 
piece of Parchment, on which there was ſome Inſcription 
and Writing : I once had a Copy of it,burT loſt it amongſt 
my other Letters; But this I remember, It contained the 
B 2 num - 
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number of rhe years wherein the Church was bui't, and 
the Name of the Abbor the 1 ounder thereof , who had 
been an Envcye at Ka'#h+4e; Ido allo remember , That 
Amongſt other Writings, there was this Motto, AMICE, 
TIB: SOTLIT, which I Englith thus, Friczd , to thy [elf 
aloxc. Under this Varchmcnr there were other Letters laid, 
marked with Charactcrs,which contained Directions how 
to multiply the Lowder, as the Inſcription ſhewecd : and 
under them there were four Boxcs tull of a red Pow- 
der. 

When the Poxcs were opened, Fryer Wencr{lars 
was quite out of Heart, having lolt his preconccived hope 
of ſome great Trc-ture therein: for he verily bclieved 
thar, if there were not old } 1eccs of Gold . yer ſome Dia» 
monds, or other precious flones muſt have been lodged 
there. And finding no ſuch thing,but four Boxes of darkiſh 
colorcd !'owder, he was ſo impatient at the Diſappoint- 
ment, thart, it he had becn the ſole Manager of the Buſi- 
aeſs, he has thrown away Boxes, 'owder and all: tor 
at that rime he was fo little acquainted with Chymiſtry, 
thar ſo much as the Name was not known to him, and he 
had fcarce heard of the word Tinttnre. 

Zur rhe old Father was not ſo Tranſported, bur.told 
jim, That perhaps ſome Medicinal Virtuc was contained 
in the Powder, and that the Characters in the annexed 
Papers might pollibly diſcover its Uſe, and therefore he 
was reſolved to fludy ſome Books, to find out what thoſe 
Characters meant: In.the mcan time he would carctully 
keep the Box. 

Not long aiter, The old Father ſent Fryer 1T-»ce- 
ſiaus wnt> the Kitchin of the Monalicry, ro ſec it he could 
tind an old Veuter diſh or I late, which was no longer 
fit for uſe, and if he could, to bring it ro him; which he 
accorgingly did, who thereupon cauſed a Coal fire to 
be made, and put a Crucible into Fryer Wczceſlaus hand, 
co 
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to place therein ; T his was the firſt Chymical Operation 
that ever Frycr Wenceflans performed in all bis Life, and 
for which he was fo untit, that he plac'd the Crucible up- 
ſide down, ſo thar the old Father hirnſelt was forced to 
ſex it in its right ! olture. They pur the Lewtcr Plate 
broken and {olded together into ' he Crucible, which be- 
ing preſently me!ted, the Father rook out {ome ot the 
Poudcr (fo much as would lay upon the point of a Knite) 
which was in one of the four Boxes, and wrapping it in a 
little wax, he catil it into rhe Crucible upon the Pewter, 
and commanded his Aſſiſtant Iryer Wenceſl.us to blow up 
ule lire, adding thei? Words, Now / ſnall fee whether TI 
have wu decyph:red the Charatters, and whether I bave 
fornd out the uſfef this Ponder, 
As ſoon as ever the Powder was caſt in, the Pew- 
ter flood 1t1]], came to a ſuddain Congelation. Then the 
lire was ſuffered to go out, and the Crucible ro wax 
cold, which being broken, there was found a ponderous 
mals of Metals, very yellow and variegated withared lines: 
Upon which rhe I ather made Fryer }Y-zc://1-5 ro go our 
into the Town, upon pretence of getting a Book to be 
bound, and wiſhed him tro go to ſome Gold-fmith. and 
hew him this Maſs of Metal, alleadging to him , That 
he had ſome ancient Roman Coins of Gold . which he 
had meited down, but for want of a ſufficient Fire and 
other Defects, he had not done it exa-tily ; and therefore 
he gleſired rhe Gold-tmith to me'r it over again, and caſt 
t11an Ingor ; The Gold-{mith gratiid him therein, and 
trver /'e _ceſlaus,art the Command of the Father rook off a 
imal! piece, which he Preſerved,and then as!.cd the Gold 
imith, What the reit was worth ? Who,after he had weigh- 
and tryed on the Touchſtone, did value it at Twenty 
Ducats (which are worth two Crowns a piece) at which 
Rate Fryer Year avs ſold it to him, and receiving thc 
Money, returne.] joy fully home. The o!d | ather did on- 
t-2 iy 
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ly deſire the remaining Portion of the Gold. which he 
| had reſerved, bur ſuffered Fryer Werceſflau«s to injoy rhe 
Ducars, yet with this Advice, That he ſhould diſcoyer 
it to none in the Monaſtery. 

But Fryer Wer cr, though he had not been Mz. 
ſicr of ſo; much Money a long time, was not ſatisfied 
therewith, bur entertained various thoughts in his mind, 
whether he ſhould by Fight tree himſelf from that Bon- 
dage and Slavery he was in, whileſt he had the Adyan. 
rage of ſo much Caſh? Or clſe, whether he ſhould ſtay 
ſo long there, till either by Fattery or Craft, he had gor 
the Copper Boxes from the old Father. To the fit of 
theſe Cogitations he was edg'd on, by the eagerneſs of 
that Deſire he had to leave the Monaſtery : Bur then, 
the great Heap of Gold which he might make with the 
Powder, as he well conje&ured, if he could get it into 
his hands, did ſomewhat abate his Fervor, ol perſiwade 
him toſtay. For, though he was yet a:together ignorant 
of Chymiſtry, yet the precedent Tryais had given him 
ſo much Light, Thar he was fully perſwaded, The Box con- 
rained and was worth a vaſt Treaſure; and,though at that 
time, the Rareneſs of the Powder, and the multiplicati- 
on of it had very ſmall Influence upon his Thoughts: 
yet, becauſe he had a ſhare in finding of it out, by means 
of his Ball, he therefore thought that half of it ar lealt 
did belong to him. 

But there was another thing which more perpliex- 
cd his mind, and that was the Fear, That the old Father, 
either out of a Principle of Devotion, or of Vain-Glory, 
ſhould diſcover the whole ſtory of, the Bulineſs to the 
Abbor, and by that means ſhould make away all the 
Pouder : and he was rather inclined to rheſe Cogitations, 
becauſe he had obſerved, Thar the Farther, - who betore 
had been more remiſs in hiding the Box, now of Jate was 


ſo folicitous to preſerve it, that he kepr it continually 1n 
his 
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his Desk, and ſcarce ever ſtirred from it, except when he 
wasto goto C hurch with Fryer Wenceſlaus. 

Being moved with theſe Conſiderations, he was in- 
duced ro | Hart boldly ſome Quantity of this Powder of 
the old man? The Anſwer he received, was, That hc 
was yet too young to know how to diſpoſe of, and ro 
keep well this Powder: beſides, he wanted no Money 
whilſt he was in the Monaſtery ; and,if he ſhould procure 
aſumin by means of this Pons in his preſent Condition, 
it would be very prejudicial both to his Soul and body, 
and he might become thereby of all men moſt miſerable: 
Moreover: (proceeds the Father) This Powder may have 
many other Virtues and Operations which are yet un- 
known both to you and me, and therefore I will farther 
ſtudy the Writings annexed to it , and hereafter I will be 
mindful of you, bur at preſent I will not part with any of 
the Powder, only you ſhall have every week two Crowns 
allowed for your Diyertiſements : thus the Father; 
But this fairftory ſounded not well in the Fryers ears, who 
had a private Deſign (unknown to the oldFather) to leave 
the Monaſtery. 

In the Interim it happen'd, Thar as they two were 
returning from Martens, early in the Morning, the old 
Father complain'd of a Cold he had gor,& a great Rheum 
in his head, and deſired I ryer We».ceſlaws to go to the Cel- 
lar and ferch him a Cup of *ac{;, he did fo, and upon his 
Return he found the Father taken with a Fit of anApople- 
xy, and Speechleſs: whereupon, the firſt thing he did 
was to find out the Key of his Desk, and taking from * 
thence the Copper Box, he carryed it to his own Cell, 
and hid it there. This being done, he rang the Bell inthe 
Fathers Cell ro call up the Monks, who came flying with 
all Diligence to bring him ſome Remedies, bar they were 
a1] roo Jate the Father being quite dead: Hereupon his 
Desk was preſently ſealed up, and ſolemn Ceremonyes ac- 
cording 
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cording to the occaſion were performed over his dead Bo- 
dy. But who more inwardly joyful than Fryer !Venceſlans, 
from whom Death had removed his Rival, and made him 
to be Maſter of all the whole Treaſure. 

Hereupon he began to deliverate with himfe!f hor 
he might make hs Eſcape out of the Monaſtery with mo(} 
Safety and Icaft Suſpicion. But herein many Difficuties 
did accrew : He was grown a little deboiſt and prodigal 
by the Opportunity ot the 20 Ducats abovementioned, 
which he had to ſpend ; and by that means he had incur- 
red the Emulation of his Fellow Fryers, who did urge the 
Pryor and Superiour, That, the old Father being now 
dead, and ſo Fryer 1:ace{:us diſcharged trom his Atten- 
dance on him, he {hould for the Future be bound to a ſiri- 
Qer Diicipline, both in reference to his Studies, as alſo to 
his frequenting the Church, Morcover his Ducats were 
all ſpenr,and no opportunity ofterd ro make anotherTryal, 
or it he had, he could not have ſold rhe Produdt of it, 

In this Anxiety he rcſolycd to open his mind to another 
Monk, a Comrade of his, one Fryer France Preyhauſer , 
Thar ſo they might murually conſult rogether what was 
beſt ro be done : for you muſt know this Fryer was inti- 
mate with Fryer IVen-eſlins, as having entred into the 
Colledge at rhe ſame time; and, being alſo a young man, 
was weary of a Monaſtical lite, as well as hc. 

Whileſt theſe thivgs were jn Confulr, there hap- 
pencd a Solema Diſputation in tne Schoo! of the Monaite- 
ry ; Where among other Th:ſes, Fryer Frazcis, under 
a \loderator, was obliged to maintain, "Thar Mctrals can 
not be tranſmuted: And it chan:cd to be the turn of 
Frycr Wer:cſ/avs to be the then Opponent : Bur, as he 
had made no great ;'roticicncy in his Studics, ſo Fryer 
Fravcis catily bifca him,and cxpoſed him to the laughter 
of the Auditory ; ſo that in a great Paſſion he broke out 
into theſe Words, 7 Thy &a you laugh? 1 can practical de 
m:inſtra't 
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monſtrate the thing to be true * To whom the Moderator 
with great Indignation,an{wer'd; Hol thy peace thou Afsvilt 
thou atſo be an Aicyymilt? 1 thall ſooner b: able to tur a thee 1nto an 
Ox,than thou to tranſmute the Metals, Rerewith Fryer Wence- 
{lau's mouth was ſtop'd. 

When the Diſputation was over, Fryer Weiceſlans took 
occaſion to confer with Fryer / raxcs; when they two were 
alone together in the Garden belonging to the Monaſtery. 
Fr. Francs thus accolted him, T ox have this day publickly at- 
firmed in the Diſpmtation, That you were able to tranſmute 
Metals ; 'Twas unadviſedly ſpoken of you, whether it be true or 
falſe ; if it be true, and it come to the Abbat's ear, you mill zi6 
enjoy your Liberty very long : Beſides, there ts 4 great muttering 
in the Moanaitery , That the old Father and your ſelf, found 4 
Treaſure in the Church, and, That the Maſons ſaw 4 Copper box, 
and that a Monk of the Auguſtine Order ſold ſome Gold to a 
Goldſmith, and that you did take from the Kuchin a Pewter plate; 
Moreover, the (nddaiu Death of the old Father is not without ſome 
Seſpicion; and «ltho you may alledg, That the money mas ſent you 
by your Friends, and it were true, that they did ſend you ſome, 
yet it being probable that ſome came auother way , for which and 
other refleftions,you would never ſcape Seot-free out of the Mona- 
ſtery,'twas wel! the Moderator took yuu for a Brffle-head. But, if 
what you have affirmed be falſe, you do ill again that way, by af 
{erting that which you are-not able to d:imonſtrate, 1 do there- 
fore earneſtly deſire you to declare unto me, as to your intimate 
Friend, the whole truth of this Matter. 

Whereupon Fr. Wenceſlas fell down at his Feer, humbly 
beſeeching him to ſwear not to diſcover what he ſhould 
reveal to him, burtto afford him his help and aſliſtance, 
and then he would diſcloſe that ro him, which,upon their 
ltealing away from the Monaſtery, would procure great 
wealth ro them both,and advance them'to high Dignities; 
and that they would equally ſhare the Happineſs berween 
them, and run alike hazard in all things, In a word,the 
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Bargain was ſoon made, and they withour loſs of time, 
went into F, Fran-75's Ce:], where they took their murual 
Oarhs one to another. And then F Werceſlrms declared 
the whole Intregae and the procedure thereof to F, -- a;- 
cx, withal deſiring him upon tne tirit occaiion ro go into 
the City to buy tlierc a pound of Lead , which being 
brought to him, he chang'd it into Gold,bbſerving the Mc- 
thod the old Father had obſerved before : The tranſmuted 
Go!d was carryed back by |. Franc:s into the City,and there 
ſold ro a Jew, for an 1c0 Ducars, though it were worth 
more, his pretence was as the former, that it was melted 
down out of ancient Coin and Meddals., Having recejv'd 
this Money , 2nd thus made a {trict League and Iriend- 
ſhip with F. Franczs, and the Art being now tound truc 
tor the ſecond time, they were more intent upon their De- 
28 of Eſcaping out of the Monallery. 

But that which retarded their Reſolution, was rhe Sea- 
{on of the year, ir being then Winter and a very hard one 
00, for they well underſtood, that they could not then 
laicly take fo long a Journey as they wefE ro undergo, 
it they would by their Fight elude the ſearch, ( which 
would be made without doubt with all diligence poſſible 
aſter them) and avoid the puniſhment afaalt inflicted up- 
on ſuch an occaſion. Hereupon they thought it more con- 
vcnient to deferr their inteaded flight till the Spring fo!- 
lowing, and they werc the rather induced thereunto be + 
cauſe they had found means to paſs that time merrily, by 
petting now and then a Cup of Wine, and a couple of roat.- 
ed Pullets, which F.Francis i who was well vyerlt in that 
Trade) knew well how to ger, and to convey into their 
Chamber. But becauſe F_iVerac:flars had as grear a mind 
to talle of Womens Fleſh as of that of Poultry : and had 
lighted on a certain 4»{/ri7n Drab ft for his purpoſe, he 
cauſed therefore ſome mans Appare!, with a Periwig, and 
ſurable Accoutrements to ve made ready tor her. 

Having. 
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Having thus diſguiſed her Sex, they gave her the 


Name ot Seignior 4»aſtaſ.o, & the came oiten ro the Mona- 
ery, on pretence, Thar ſhe came from Ye», to viſit her 
Colin F, 11 exceſlaus, pretending he was her Kinſman; this 
latted a while, but rhe Viſits of this Seignior 4»4/t aſs 
was ſo trequent, that at laſt, he was oirved to come 
into the Monaſlcry ſometimes, and not to go out again, 
by reaſon of his ſtaying all night in the Cell of F, Win-e- 
ſliue, who did thus live for ſome wecks in diſhoneſt Love 
with him: and, when he went cither to the School or to 
the Church, he alwayes carctully carryed his Key with 
him, 

Bur a marter of that Nature could be kept cloſe no lon- 
ger; ſome Rumour of it came to the Ear of the Abbot or 
Frior,ſo that one Morning as F. Werceſlaus was at Mattens 
before day, The Abbot demanded of him the Key of his 
Cell, which he was forc'd to deliver; (but how willingly, 
any one may gueſs.) The Abbot immediately, with the 
Pryor, and ſome other Monks went to his Cell and there 
found Seignior Aaſ?aſio naked in the Bed, 

Art this ſight there was a general Conſlternation on all 
ſides, none knew what courſe to take, F. Wenceeſlans his 
mind was more in his Chamber than in the Chappel can- 
ring out his Martens ; as for Scignior eAnaſt aſio , ſhe was 
doubtlefs as much ar a loſs;for,to run without herCloaths 
out of the bed before ſuch vencrable Company, was no 
wayes thought convenient , and, as for the good Prelates, 
they were alſo uncertain how to ſtcer; ſome adviſed to de- 
clare the matter to the Magiſlrate, that fo Araſtaſio might 
be thruſt our of the houſe by the Secular Power ; others 
teared, That if they rook that courſe, they ſhould dero- 
gate from their Rights and Priviledges ; and , if Seignior 
--nat«fo ſhould chance to be whipr, and to be pur into 
the Stocks for difſembling her ſex, rhe noiſe of ſuch a 
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thing would affix an indelable Character of Infamy upon, 
their Monaſtery. 

After ſome Deliberation, they concluded, Thar preſent- 
ly Anaſtaſio ſhould put on her Clothes, and, after a ſevere 
Reprehenſion, ſhould be cje&ed out of the houſe, in the 
Morning before day. And, as for Fryer }'c»ceſlaus he was 
-alled from Mattens, and ſhut up in his Cell, the doors 
pcing well bolted and barr'd on the outiide, until four 
Walls were prepared to encloſe him, which were already 
built, only ſomething was defective in the Door, which 
was ſupplyed the next day. 

Whillt this was a doing, Fr. Wezce{ars found Oppor:u- 
nity to ſecurc his Copper Box,and to gather together rhe 
Pouder, and by means of a Rope to let them buth down 
at a window to tr. Francis, who ſtaid there on purpoſe to 
receive them ; and withal he conveyed down a Letter to 
him, rhe Contents whereof was, To deſire the ſaid Frycr 
Fraicic not to forſake him in his Diſtreſs, but to uſe his 
urmoſt Endeavour to contrive a way for his Dcliverancc, 
withal minding him not to violate his Oath about the 
{OWDER, but to keep it ſafe,for as yet,to his great Com- 
fort, it was intire. 

The next day, Fr, Wexceſlaus was kept Faſling, and in 
the evening his Back was ſcourg'd with many cruel laſhes, 
and afterwards he was ſhut up cloſe within four walls, and 
for a Month fed with nothing but bread and water :; du- 
ring which time, the Severity of the Stripes he underwent, 
the Diſaſter of Seignior Ana/t afio,and the hazard of the lots 
of his Lowder did ſo afflit him, that he was even rea- 
dy to deſpair ; but this did ſomewhat relieve him, that 
he carried a ſtring with him into the Dungeon, and caſting 
it out at the hole.rcccived ſometimes both Letters and Vi- 
fuals from his Comrade F. Frazcis : and indeed the deſpe- 
rate Condition of Fr.erecz/laus did fo affect his heart,thar 
he. bent all his Endeavour to cxcogitate ways how to frec 
him ; : 
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him ; at laſt an happy opportunity offered it ſelf upon 
this occaſion. 

Prince Ch1rl:s of Lichtenſtein was a great Favourcr of 
Chymiſiry, and he had a Steward of his houſe ar 5runa, 
to whoſe tricndthip I, Francis had infinuated himſelf, and 
by him ſent a Lerter and ſome of the foreſaid Pouder to 
the Prince, in which he relatcd the lamentable Condirion 
of Ir. !7exceſ{..::5,and implored his Aid for his Deliverance. 

{hc Steward having ſent the Letter, and going to- Fc17s- 
b5m7 the Princes ſeat, was ſcarce arrived but that the 
Frince beſtoyycd upon him a more profitable office than 
that v'.;ch he had before, and this Meſſage concerning 
Fr. Y. - -eſlars was ſo favorably receiv'd, Thar. he ſtrictly 
injoyned him to return ſpeedily ro Bru1d. and to aſlilt Fr; 
t 14:45 tO the utmoſt in order ro the Deliverance of Fryer 
i -vceſ/ins, And to that purpoſe. he Commitred his own 
Sea! to his Cuſtody,to be 9g uſe of for that End.if there 
were occaſion. 

Thas the Steward returning home, did preſently Con- 
ult with-F. France to deliver F. Wenceſlans; and being de- 
livered from his Priſon and Cloyſter, to hide and ſhelter 
him a while in the houſe of his Maſter the ſaid !'rince of 
Licktenſt i»: untill ſome convenient opportunity could 
be found for his palſage out of the Town, and for his con- 
Yeyance to the I'rince of Fe/#b1rge. In order wherero Þ-r. 
Francis took Care to provide a falſe Key, fit to open the 
Dungeon, which he more caſily did, becauſe the Padlock 
was on the outſide of the Door : and on a certain day, 
when Mattens were ended, he brought his Project to its 
deſired Efec, for he opened the Door, and took out Ir. 
IVenceſlaus . locking the Door again ; and diſguiſing 
aim with a Cloak, Coat, and j criwig which he had pre- 
pared for that Purvoſe, he conveyed him through a by- 
gare in the Garden of the Monallery , to Lihreſtcin's 
touſ?, where he ſhut him up in a Chamber, locked rhe 
door. 
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door,and Sealed it up in two places with the Princes own 
Seal and a Label! appendant. 

The next day when the Monaſterys”orter,according to 
his Cuſtom, was carrying his Bread and Water, about 
noon, to F.YYenceſlar:, 0, he was not to be found! where- 
upon a great Tumult was raiſed in the Monaſlery , and 
from thence the News fiew to the Count 4: Collebr:!, Go- 
yernour of that Frecin&t, who preſently commanded the 
Gates to be ſhur, and ſcarch to be made in all houſes, not 
excepting L:itchienſtcin's houſe it ſelf, When they had 
diligently ſearched every Corner of this latter houſe, at 
laſt they came to the Chamber that was ſealed up : Here 
the Steward of the E:ouſe interpoſed,and told them, That 
that Room was the Cloſer of the Prince, which he had 
ſealed up himſelf with his own Seal,and therefore, it could 
not be opened without great danger and hazard of incur- 
ring his high Diſpleaſure. 

Whereupon they delitted ; and b. 77ezc flaws remained 
hid there tor ſome wecks,unrtill at length he found means, 
in a di/guiſe to eſcape out of the Town in the morning ear- 
ly, at the very firſt opening of the Gates, and ſo was con- 
veyed, with other officers, in the Frances own Coach, to 
Felishurgh. Peing arrived there, he was courtcoully re- 
ccived and well treated by the 'rince, before whom he 
made a notable demonſtration of his Arr. 

But the Prince ſoon found.that a man in hisCircumſtar- 
ces and of his Abilitics, could not bo-long concealed in his 
Court, becauſe the Abbot of Zrn»a having ſent Spies atter 
him, would certainly find him out, and would all» obtain 
a Mandate from the ſupream Conlittory at '':c-#a concern- 
ing him. Whercupon (though.as ſomc think, the ! rinces 
Intent was to gain the whole Tincture from him) he ad- 
viſed him to go to #ome. and there obrain a full Diſcharge 
from |is Monaſt ical life, and to ſecure himſelf from rhe 
Abbot, which favour he profered ro obtain for him by 
means 
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means of his Agent there : And ro accommodate him for | 
his Journey,he gave him a Bill of Exchavge for 1000 Du- 
cats, and withal provided an 1ta/ian, his Chamberlain, to 
bear him Company on his way. 

But you mult know Fr. YYerc:/lans had ſent away his 
Comrade Fr. - ra':cis (who privately had made an Elcape) 
to 10-244 With the Tinfture enjoyning him to get kim a 
privatc Loding there, to abſcond kimielf for a while, till 
he could commodioully contrive his Journey ro Rome. 

Soon afrer tae 7ralzan Chamberlain and he began their 
ſourney, and when they were about half a Daies Journey 
from 77en21,the Chamberlain on a ſuddain pick'd a Quar- 
rl with him, and holding a Piſtol to his Breaſt, threat- 
ned to kill him,unleſs he would deliver him the Tinc.ure. 

F. //renceſ{ass being thus unexpectedly aſſaulted, was 
mucl: abaſhed,and calling God ro Wirneſs, proteſted, That 
the Tinctare was not, for the preſent, in his hands, bur 
that he had ſent it before by his Companion F. Frcs to 
/iem:4 whom the ſaid Chamberlain had himſelf ſeen to 
undertake that Journey a few daics before. 

The Chamberlain was the rather induced to believe his 
afſeveration , becauſe upon Search both of him and his 
ſortmantle , he tound nothing ar all of the Tin&ture 
therein, Hereupon, They came to Terms between them, 
F, 7 exceſlaus was to give the Chamberlain 100 Ducars , 
and an .; ety to be for their ſuddain falling out, and fo 
they agreed and bid one anorher, Farewell. 

The Chamberlain, being a Covetous 1:4/14n , was glad 
of the Money, and F.,ZYerceflaus was glad to be rid of him, 
having eſcaped ſuch an hazard, on being now likely to 
attain Yien:a, Where he arrived in the F\ ening of the 
ame day, and told his Companion F. Francis what had 
hapned to him in eyery Circumitance, upon the way. He 
being a ſubtle man, did eaſily perceive by his Refation , 
nat vvas the Myſtery of his deſigned Journey to Rome , 
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and that his Bill of Exchange was but a meer Collufion, 
whereupon they both reſolved to take another courſe for 
their ſafety, in order whereto, by means of a Saxon whoſe 
name was Gor4ts,a crafty fellow, and a Clerk in the Chan- 
cery of Bohemia, they came acquainted with one Count 
Schlick, a perſon of great ſagaciry, then living at Yienn, a 
great Fayourer of Chymilſtry,but had lately received ſome 
affronts from the Court, he was very glad of their acquan- 
trance, and preſently took F. YYenceſla: into his Prote&i- 
on, and brought him to his Houſe, where he made ſome 
Tryalls, and withal gave him ſome of the TinCture, that 
he himſelf might make one. 

Bur as for F. Francis, he —_— lodged abroad, Afﬀer 
ſome Weeks, Count Schick roid F. YYenceflans, that he 
could no longer ſecure him after that rate at Y:e-n1, for 
both rhe Clergy and alſo the Prince of Lichrenſtein, had an 
ill Eyc upon him, for his ſake ; and being already disfa- 
voured at Court, he ſhould run a turther hazard, by con- 
ccaling of him: nevertheleſs he would ſhew him what 
courteſy he could, and if he pleafed, he would ſend him to 
one of his own Country-Houſes and Caſtles in Bohemia, 
where he might remain in greater ſecurity, and according- 
ly he prepared all things tor the Journey. F. YYenceſlius 

id caſily perceive the intention of the Count, for betore 
he had obſerved, that the Counts Footmen did obſerve 
him as narrowly as the Monls had done in the Monaſte- 
ry, and therefore perceiving what was to be done with 
him, he made his Eſcape through an Arch in the Wine 
Cellar, builr after the 7taliaz faſhion, the day before he 
was to gO to Bohemia (a place detigned for his perpetual 
Impriſonment) and retircd ro the lodging of his friend 
F. Francis,to whom having related what had hapnid to him 
again, upon deliberation they both agreed ro extricate 
rhemſclves our of all theſe hazards, and to acquaint the 
Emperour with the whole matter. : 
An 
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And to introduce them into his preſcnce,tkey xnew noe 
more fit than a Spaniſh Count called 4: Pwr (whoſe Ero- 
thernamed rec, was Herediriry Polt-maler, im the Empe- 
rours Hereditary Country) he was a great Alchymilt, a 
Facious and Sciitious maan, and one much troubled with 
the Gour, . yet he had found means to creep into the Em- 
pcrours fayour : therctore this gain unlookt for was no 
leſs acceptable to him, than to the others before, for he 
had heard a great while betore of F. 7Ye:ceſlaws, and had 
an cxtream pallion to be acquainted with him, and fancied 
that he ſhould ſce ſtrange things in him, as King Heroa did 
of Chriit, whole firit, he acted rhe part cunningly cnough, 
as you ſhall preſently hear. They agreed together, that þ. 
V#c;c:/lins ſhould abide 7zcopnitro at his Houſe, wh:re he 
was as much obſerved as at the Houſe of Count Schtick, 

Here he made another ſmali Tryal, whereupon Count 
P1;y went to the Emperour, and dilcovered ro him tho 
whole Buſineſs.But his Imperial Majeſty who(by reaſon ot 
thc great & weighty concerns of the Empire,doth not on- 
ly not much regard or value Learning, as his Father did, 
except what contributes to his Recreation, as Plays, Mu- 
ſick and the like, bur alſo had a particular averſneſs irom 
Alchymy, holding that for a mcer lmpoſtcr, which did cot: 
his Royal Father and his Uncle the Arci-Duke Z2opols, for 
much expence, both of Mony and Time) gave no great 
heel to the Fropoſition made by Count Par, eſpecially it 
laving been rejared to him, thar this F. 7/*nccllins was a 
fugitive vſonk,and had led a difſolutc lie ; and moreover 
by Yeport was accuſcd of Magick. 

The Spariſh Count 2: having hcard this Repzrtce of. 
the Emperour, being a ſubtii man, an.l cafily foreſceing; 
thoſe Objetions wou'd be made, had armed himſelf again. 
them: upon which he thus replyed to his Imperial Majeity;. 
Th. hz did confeſs, that there was agreat weight in all the 0b- 

jeFions made by his Majeſty, yet without preſuming, being ſo mean. 
a perſor, to Impoſe upon his I7:pcrial Tajfh it ſeemed to _ 
| thak.: 
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that thouzh the Caſe were extraordinat y, yet nevertheleſs the Dj- 
fates of common Reaſon were to be ch:yed, which doth adviſe 
ſometimes to con(ta:r of things, abſirattcd from the perſons they 
concern, it being evident, that (ome men thoggh ill in themſelves 
yet have been the Anthers of Uſeful Inventions, of which Truth, 
Inſt ances might be given near at huid , in regard his Imperial 
Majeſty had many notabl: Inventions in his Arthicves , which 
owed their Origina's to bad men, yea, ſome of them accuſed of the 
ſame miſcarriazes as F,Wencellaus, and ſince it is true, that ſonz? 
2604 things are dou by ſome bad m211 z it b-ing no leſs true, that 
all mea are Stuncrs , muſt we therefore rcjci all their laudab!c 
Intentions and all tlc rood Works they ao. A notable Examp!: 
whereof (proceeded he) lyes 15 yer freſh before your Maje{!y, 
Joſeph Burrhi was acc:ſed of Hereſy, and being taken at V1 
enna,was ſznt to Rome, but after Penance, he was pardoned þ- 
on the (core of his knowledge, rather than if his perſon, and th: 
Germans hi Accuſers were by this means accervidg of which ! 
my ſelf (ſays he) at that time being Burrhus his Commiſſary 4: 
Vienna, did forewara them, but in vain. Tonr Majeſ'y (ſaid hc 
farther)/s a perſon, with whom God ſeems to deal after a peculi 
manner, having wonder fully delivered you from ma;,y imminent 
dangers, and now in theſe neceſſitous and indigent times , crutl 
Warrs being alſo in profpedt,your Hereditary Countries being al)o 
exhanſted, the Divine Bounty ſ:cms to iffer you a mean and nay 
/ ow yon may moſt pitty and ſpare your Subjetts : It is the Dec'ils 
Pol:cy to caſt ſuſpition upon all extraordinary Afſilt nicer, that ſo 
he may make 1h:m uſcleſs; but (ſays he)it is as great a Sin at 10 
accept of things when offered, as to abrſe them when LIC) AVE 
accepted. .4s for my ſelf (faith he) 1 hive no great reaſon t9 
be a Friend to Chymiſtry havinz ſuffered ſo much l: (s by it,as your 
Imperial Majeſly well knows , nath:r aid I ever find any Truth 
-7n the Art, ſave only in this Pouder of F. Wenceſlaus, aid 12 
tranſmutation made ther:by. But as in r:ferrence to that [rya!, 
he dared pawn his Credit it would ſucceed; and if his Majeſty would 
not telieve his word, y:t he might d:pute ſome perſens to ſee a T 4 
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al made ; for his part, he thouzht he was beund in Conſcience 19 
d'ſcover the whole buſineſs 10 his Majeſty, referring it wholy to 
h.u, whether he wculd graciouſly accept the Propoſal and protect 
the perſon that mae it, or eſe diſcard them toth ; ſtill hip1ng 
nevertheleſs, that his Majeſly winld not take his good Intention 
in ill part, nor exclude him from his Favour ; wiſhirg for a Con- 
eluſiur, That he would canſe one Trial to be made under tie Tn- 
ſpection of ſom: {er ſons; nuprejud.ced, that ſo his Impertal Majeſty 
mcht be ſattsfi:d, at left 1a this one thing, that he h.d mt mae 
th: Proteſition to him without ſrfficient reaſon : Thus he con- 
cluded his Harangue, The Emperor, as he is grarious to 
all Suitors, ſo he gave favourable attention ro the Counts 
diſcourſe, and commended him for it ; Only ( ſates he to 
the Count) * Alchymy is a ſubtil Impoſture, and though 
* you yourſelf may mean honeſtly, yet perhaps you alſo 
* may be deceived thereby, otherwiſe | do not ( a4gs hc) at 
* all deſpiſe the wonderful Works of God, bur do highly 
'valuc them,and accept of his Gift with all hearty thank- 
" tuinefs, and I do well know how long my Father took. 
* very great pains in that Art ; and how highly he prized 
' that little which was ſhewed him by the Baron Chaos , 
*and rewarded him for it ; beſides, I know full well how 
to make a diſtinftion between the Arr,and rhe life of its 
* Proteſſors. Only leaſt he ſhould expoſe himſelf, and 
ſhew himſelf too eaſy, he gave the Count crder to make 
another Tryal, and to procure the Freſence of other sk1l- 
tul | crſons both of the Clergy and Lairy : Thar ſo he 
might make him a more exact Rclation of rhe Matter 
Vitnall the Circumſtan e,and rcceive further order of his 
Majeſty concerning ir. 

Count Paar being return'd home from his Audience : 
The very ſame day he ſent to Father $Sp:es and Dr. ice ro 
nvite them to Dine with him the next day , adJing rheſc 
Words in his Meſſage, That he had 4 Buſineſs 19 commun:cat: 

2. 1 


_ 


[20] 
9 them from the Empcrour, The next day, they all accor- 
dingly met. F. 7 Venceſiars being preſent, where after Din- 
ner Count P:ar made known his. Commiſſion, and ſorth- 
with cauſcd an ounce of $ch/.:cheawald Tin, and a new Cruy- 
ci-le ro be bought, which Materials being prepared and 
tried, and for tcar of !nchantment, ex ab«r4antt cianteſy; 
ſprinkled with Holy water: The Trial began and was 
tiniſhed within a quarter of an hour, one part Tinged. ten 
Thouſand parts into Gold, which was ſo graduartcd by tke 
Tincture, that it was almoſt Friable, and was firiated and 
diftingaithed with: red Veines interſperſed, of which, as 
likewite of the Tin before it was tinged, both the Coun 
de Paar , and alſo Father Spies, and Dr. Recher, each of 
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them took a little picce for a perpetual Memorial of the 
thing. Thereſt was ſealed up with their three Seals, and 
the ſame quantity of the Powder as this ProjeQtion was 
made with was cncloſed with it, and the thing-was by all 


three ſu{cribed ro. 

The next day,Count Pay went to his Imperial Majeſty, 
and delivercd it to. him, making alſo a.tull Relation of ail 
the particular Circumſtances in the Trial, 

Rereupon the Emperour enjoyncd him to treat Fr. 
Werceflaus kindly, and to aſſure him of his Favour, more- 
over adviſing him to refrain his ill and ſcandalous life, and 
to ſatisfy the Clergy, that che would reaſſume the 
Monaſltical Habit, and tor the reſt he would rake:Care; and 
till he had enquired further into the the thing, he would 
for his Security ſend him into ſome private place 

The Count returned home very joytul with this Com- 
miſſion and the very ſame Evening he cauled F, YYence- 
flaus to be re-veſted with his Monks Habit by two Englith 
Fathers of the .4#2»/tine Order, Father Dunoll and Father 
Voitaller: A Letter was alſo writ to his Abbot at Br«7, 
informing him, that he might ſer his mind at reſt concern- 
ing him, becauſe he had laid aſide his Monks habit, a 
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cloathed himtelf with other Apparel, for no other Reaſon, 
but becauſe he would free himſelf from the hardſhip of a 
Priſon, and make a Journey to Y::124, to diſcover a great 
Secret, which he had, to his Imperial Majcſly , which 
being now done, he had again reiumed his Monks 
habir. 

All this was done to perfwade him, that they meant 
him nothing but good, to make him call againfor all the 
Tin&ure from his Comrade, and to keep him from con- 
verling any longer with thoſe which betore were his molt 
intimate Aquaintance, as counting himſelf ſufficiently fe- 
cured againit all Violence, by the Emperors Protection, 
and his Monks Habit : 'So that Count Paur was as a Fa- 
ther to him, and he, onthe other fide, as his adopted 
Son. Theſe rwo new Friends, undertook a Voyage toge- 
ther, to a Country-houſe of the Count's (adjoyning ro a 
ccrtain Lake) which he had in Hungary, diſtant abour a 
dayes Journey from Yienna. 

Being come thither, the very ſame night they rwo be- 
ing alone in a Chamber, The Count pluck'd out a Decree 
of the Emperor's (as he pretended) which was ſealed up, 
adding theſe words, My Sor, Jnto what Gulf of Miſery art 
thou ca# ? Here I have a Command in writins from the Empe- 
ror, to demand the Tintture of Thee, and if thou refuſeſt to d li- 
wer it, then to my great Grief., 1 muſt execute upon Thee the 
Sentence contained in this [ealed Decree. 

Fryer Wexceflans defired to read the Decree; bur, the 
Count replyed, /f it be opened, it miſt be immediately execu- 
ted! and, withal plucking a Piſtol our of his Pocket, he 
direfted it to his Breaſt, Sighing, and breaking forth 
in theſe Words, 1nto what m:ſerys are we both Caſt | et mut- 
witſt anding if thou wilt harken to my Counſel, (from whence thox 
maiſt gather my Love and Fatherly Care, and free both of «s 
frem this great Mtsfortune, and make our Condition very happy) 
I will give it to thee. 

No- 
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Nothing was more grateful to Fr. /YVerceflaus than to 

hear this Condition, and having given him his hand that 
he would follow it : 

The Count began thus, *T:s certain ( ſaid he ) That y.u 
and I ao both ſtand 1# necd of the Emperours P) otection, and 
"His es certain, That we [hall be forc d to del;wer th: Tinfture ty 
him. My Advice then ir, (wh.ch I refcr #0 you for your appro- 
bation andconſent.) 1 will pretend, tht berng injoyn'd to make 
a ſtriker Examination of this Tinging Power, that I have en.- 
Poyed it all, in order 10 its multiplication, to try whether it might 
be augmented fer the ereaier Benefit and Advantage of his Ma: 
1c#y.. However, we may both be ſheltred wnder the Continuance 
of the Emperors Protedtion, and yet we may keep the Tindtnre ; 
And after the time deſtgned for its auzmentation is elapſed, we 
w;ll eaſily deviſe ſome colorable Excuſe, to evade it ; as, That 
the Glaſs was broken, or ſome Error comm.tted in the Op:ra- 
1:07. For, the Truth is, (ſaid he) The Emperours Court us not 
wor;hy ſo great 4 Treaſure ; 1t will be Proſtituted there and maze 
commer. But to ingage thy ſelf to me in a greater «egree of Faith- 
fulnefs, Thou muſt not refaſe to give me haif the Tin ure, ana we 
will take 4 mutnal Oath to be faithful one to the ther, as long as 
we ve, and for what ncw hath paſſed between we, it [hab be b.r;- 
ed in perpcinal chblivion. The Emperor ſhall never know ay 
thing of it, neither ſhall he ever have any of the Tindtnre 

Fr. Wexc:flaus was fain to make an Agreement on thoſe 
Terms which yvere dravvn up in writing, ſubſcribed with 
both their hands, and confirmed by their mutualOaths;and 
ſo'the TinCture vvas divided bervvixt them. The Count 
made a Tryal by himſelf alone rhe next day, vvith ſome 
of his proportion thereof, ro try vvherther he had not 

been deceived therein : but he found it Right and good. 
Having ſtaid a vvhile at his Country houſe , he vvas 
abour ro return to YVienna : but he vvas taken ſo grievoully 
{ick of a fit of the Gour, that out of the intollerable Tor- 
ment vyhich he felt, he drank fome. ,1u) nm Petab;le, vwvhich 
Burrhy 
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Rr hy had given him heretofore ; but vvith this Caution , 
That it vyas not yet perfe&t. Having taſted a fevy drops 
thercof, he preſently telt a moſt grievous and vehement 
pain in his Joynts, ſo that he could hardly perform his 
Journey vvith Fr. Weaceflaus to YVicuns, Bur the firſt night 
after his "coming, he vvas ſo afflited vvith hear, that all 
his Entralls ſeemed to be on a Flame ; as he complain- 
cd himſelf. The Day follovving his Phyſician, the Son 
of Dr. Sorbat, vyhoſe Name vvas K&7e:ſſer, vyho vvyas alſo 
Phyſician to the Emperors Army vvas ſent for, vvho con- 
ſidering his preſent Condition, applyed the propereſt re- 
medies he could, which availed him nothing, bur bad 
Symptoms did ſo pou upon him, that the third day his 
Caſe was judged deſperate. 

The Count himſelf alſo being ſenſible of his Death ap- 
proaching, cauſed his Brother the Maſter of the Poſt-Ot- 
fice to the Emperor, Count Peter de Paar, his only heir, 
(for the ſick Brother was a Batchelour) to be ſent for a- 
bout night : ro whom he ſpoke in theſe Words ; 

[t was foretold to me heretofore in Italy , That 1 ſhould ob- 
tun the Tintture, ana, That ſoon after 1 ſhould dye !The firſt part 
of th: Prophecy is fulfilled, and the latter is near at hana to be 
accompliſhed ; 1 know, That you hawe beſtowed as much time and 
Expercein ths Art as myſelf; 1 have nithing mcre va'uable 
to leave you, and which, nothing can be more acceptable to you, 
than a N:table Portion of Tin:Ture, nh.ch I have ſealcd up in 
this Desk, and ſhall entruſt it in the hand of my Conf<jjur, who 
wer my deceaſe, ſhall deliver it ro you. 

After which words, he delivered the Desk to his Con- 
flor, who was preſent and heard him ſpeak them. Count 
Petcy not imagining his Brother was ſo near his End, took 
his leave of him for that Nighr, and rode home, becauſe 
it was very late. And his Brother ſoon after departing 
this Life, his Confeſſor alſo took Coach, and went home 
to the Monaſtery of St. Francis, not far diſtant from the 
Empe- 
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Empetial Poſt Office at Fien+a. The Death of the Decea: 
ſed Count being ſignified to his Brother, by his Foormen 
who had accompanied the Confefior home, 

The Count immediatcly roſc out ot his Bed, being bur 
newly entred rhereinto, and clothing himſelf, gal.opped 
at two of the clock in the morning,to theMonaſtery of the 
Franciſcans, and, after he had knock d fercely at the Gate 
for admittance,the drowſy Fortcr arole and let him in; the 
Count deſired to be admitted to the Speech: of the Conſe. 
ſor of his newly deceaſed Brother, bur it was reply'd, 7t 
was an unſeaſonable time for ſuch a Viſit, in regard the 
old man was weak, and weary, and being newly returned 
home, was laid down to reſt. The Count was not fatisf'd 
with this Anſwer, bur was very carneſt with the Porter tg 
accompany him and ſome of his Aftendants to the old 
Fathers Cell : he making Excuſes, the Count ruſhed in 
preſently himſelf, and awak'd him, demanding the Desk 
hich his Brother had depoſited in his hands,as now right- 
fally bclonging unto him. 

The Father was much ſurprized at his ſuddain irruption 
and demand: which he did the more ſuſpeR, becauſe it 
was made at ſuch an unſeaſonable time of the night: where- 
upon hc defir'd the Count to hold himſelf contented till the 
Morning, and then he ſhould have the Desk delivered un- 
0 him without fail, only he deſired to deliver ir in be- 
tore the Father Guardian, and that he wou'd then give 
kim his acquittance for the Recept thereof. The Count, 
not content with this Anſwer, by the help of his Attend- 
ants and Servants,cndeavorcd to get it from him by force: 

Whercupod a Tumult aroſe ; The Watch was ſent for, 
the Monks were alſo gathered rogcrher, and a Spaniſh Fp. 
of the ſame Order, rhe Conteſlor of tlie Empreſs Margaret, 
then lodging in the Monaſflery,was aiſo rouſed out of his 
Iicep, who hearing ſuch a tumu!tuoas Noiſe in the Mora: 
ſ'ery, a priviledged place, wis ſo mach concern] _— p 
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that he enquired into the occaſion, whilſt the Count was 

yer preſent, and underſtanding that it aroſe upon the ſcore 
of a ſealed Desk : he demanded it of the Father who had it 
in keeping : which having received from him, the next 
morning he carried it with him.to the Emperor, and com- 
plained grievoully againſt the Count, as being the occaſi- 
on of that nights Uproar : In the mean time, as ſoon as it 
was day, the noiſe hereof was ſpread all over the City: and 
among the reſt it reached the Ears of F. Wenceſlaus, who 
preſently haſtned ro Court, and by means of the Empreſs's 
Confeſſor obtaining Audience, he related to the Emperor 
\ the whole Story how the Count had uſed him in Hungary, 
how he had extorted from him half the TinQure, how he 
was neceſſitated, by a forced Agreement, not to diſcover 
any thing hereof whilſt he was living, but was now free 
from the Obligation of his Oath by the Counts Death, thar 
he was very glad that the TinCture was at length come in- 
to the Hands of the right Owner his Imperial Majeſly, for 
whom he had long betore deſigned it; he did therefore 
now implore nothing more of his Imperial Majeſty, but 
that he would afford him his Protection, againſt rhe Vio- 
lence of Count Peter Paar, his Poſtmaſter, and his Adhe- 
rents. 

The Emperor perceiving the wonderful Series of this 
Aﬀair,preſently entertained F. Wenceſlas at his Court, and 
committed him to the Care and Inſpection of Count Wallc- 
ſte, rhe Imperial Governor of Hatſchiry. 

Abour this time, the Poſt-maſter above-mentioned dyed 
alſo. F. Wenceflaus being thus received into the Emperours 
Protection, had his Lodgings aſſigned him by the Imperial 
Bowling-Green, where he made ſome Tryals before the 
Emperour and Count _ of Walle#ein his Guardian, and 
in the tallace of the Fohannites in the Carinthian-ſtreet, he 
made one of 15 Marks, as they ſay, out of which Tranſmu- 
tations.the Count Walle/tein made him a'Gold Chain, ro 
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keep in perpetual Memory of the thing. Moreover he did 
depoſite ſome of his TinCture in the Court, tor augmenta- 
tion, and,as farr as I can judge, by the Proceſs dlivered to 
me, he had a great deſire ro get the Mercury of Silver, how 
far he hence i1 it, I do not certainly know, but ſome 
affirm, that he ma..c ſome progreſs therein. 

In the mean time he both delired to be acquainted with: 
ſornenored Chymiſis and eminent Arrtiſts, and ſeveral Im- 
poſters and Sophiſters intruded themſelves into his ac- 
quaintance, ſo that from thence reſulred very frequent jun- 
ketings, drinkings and merry meetings, and many fooliſh 
trifling Proceſſes wrought by him ; from whence F. Wence- 
ſlius learned rather ſeveral cunning and ſubril Impoſtures, 
than any real augmentation of his Pouder : But the noiſe * 
& multitude of ſo many Importunate Viſitants, being cum- 
berſom at Court, where F. /1exceflaus had his Diet, under 
the ſevere inſpection of Count Walleſte;1, he thereupon pre- 
tended, that he had occaſion ro make ſome ſorts of 4. 
Forts and other Menitrunms , which would be dangerous 
to the whole Court, and cauſe ſuch noyſom tumes 
and odious Smells, that they could not ſate!y be pre- 
parcd in that place ; therefore a Laboratory was built for 
him, in the Car:nthian Fort, where the Emperors chief En- 
ginecr did dwell, his name was Fiſch-r, a great lover of 
Alchymy, and who ſhewed himſelf very olfcioud to him, 
affiſting him to build ſtrange and moſt nonſenſical Furna- 
ces which can ever be ſcen; and beſides being nor a little 
pleaſed with his good fortune of the neighbourhood and 
- acquaintance of the Owner of ſo rich a 'Tinure ; but this 
intimacy laſted not long, as the event ſoon made appear: 
tor when F. Wenceflaus had ſcarcely well fixed his habitati- 
on, and ſetled his things in order, the Engineer was forced 
to leave the ſplendid dwelling there aſſigned him by the 
Emperour, and to go to 7 avarn in Harzas, to dwell there, 
his Wite alſo, is ſome give out, being vitiated into the 
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bargain ; F.frenceſluws alſo fell very ſick, and he that wair 
ed upon him in his Chamber dyed ſuddenly, not withour 
ſome ſuſpicion of Poyſon, and he himſelf alſo lay without 
any hopes of recovery, in this caſe F. 4.C. P.L. 1.48, 
who before had bought ſome of the TinCture of him, and 
had paid him for ita thouſand Ducats, deſigning to take 
this opportunity of hisil[neſs, and deceaſe fo apparent, and 
ſy to get and enjoy his Tincture without money, ſent to 
him one B-l04, a French Phyſician, toſteal from him, un- 
der pretence of a Viſit, both the ſaid thouſand Ducats,and 
the reſt of the Tin&ure : Fortune did favour him as tothe 
firſt part of his Deſign, but in the latrer ſhe did fail 
and diſappoint him, tor F. —_ had hid his Tin- 
cure more carefully than his thouſand Ducars : art laſt,the 
Sick man, contrary to all mens exſpeQation began to Reco- 
yer, and F. Frazcis who was ſent to Rome to obtain a Diſ- 
penſation for him, to abſolve him from his Vow, having 
obtained the ſame returned home ; whereupon preſently 
F. IVenceflans laying aſide his Monks Habit, rook a Wiſe 
and was married publickly to one named .4veerlce, who 
had miniſtred to him in his ſickneſs, and had otherwiſe 
been very aſſiſtant to him when he wanted her; ſhe was a 
very ſubril and crafry woman, yet accounted at Y7:#24 but 
little better than a common Harlor, and ſhe was the worſe 
thoughr on, becauſe her Siſter had been naught with B.D.L. 
and by his advice and aſſiſtance had cauſed her Husband 
to be made away,for which Fa&t, he the ſaid B. D. L. was 
Sentenced to Death: but, though afterwards pardoned by 
the Emperour, yer was deprived of all his Dignities, de- 
graded of his Nobility, and caſt into perperual Priſon in 
the Citadel of Gratz, where he dyed Milſerably ; and his 
Whore, F. YYen:eflaus's Wives Siſter, was the ſame day to 
be Beheaded in open Court, before the Judgement Hall, 
the Scaffold and all the reſt being already prepared, bur 
by tee interceſſion of the Wite of Caſtell Rodrigo, the Spaniſh 
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Embaſſador {ſhe was ſet free, yet afterward, upon the ac-- 
count of her leud life, and diſhoneſt Praftiſcs, the was kil'd 
with a Piſtol-ſhor. 

Fr. V/enc:fi:ns being linked by Marriage into ſuch a Fa- 
mily, did then fancy for a time, That all rhe Elements did 
conſpire together ro make him happy : for way ? he 
was viſited by Perſons of the higheſt Rank, and withal 
was mightily reſpeed by the moit eminent Ladies, Coun- 
relies and Princetics: As tor me,as Spectator ol this Scene, 
I conſidered him in this Fools Paradiſe : Whilic it put me 
in mind of Corpel:vs  2ripr4,who, in his Book of the rax:- 
ty of Sciences, under the Title of Alchymy, ſfayes, Tat if 
ever he ſhould be Maſler of the TirtFure, he would [pend it all in 
nothing but in F'Vhoring ; for women being naturally covitons, 
he could thereby eaſily make them to proſtitute themſelves, ard to 
yield unto his Luſt. | 

And it ſeems that nor only F. YYVenceflaus was ſo mighty 
a Prokcient and ſo ſtout a Souldier in the Schoot of. VE- 
NUS, Thar he was brought very low by the French Dil- 
caſe, bur alſo that his Wife Angerlee dyed of it. After 
whoſe deceaſe Fr. YYenceflaus excecded all Bounds of ho- 
neſt Modeſty, and dayly let looſe the Reins ro all fintul 
and voluptuous exceſſes : for from that time he had ob- 
tained the TinCture, he ſpent in two or three years time 
more than Ten Myriads of Crowns, in all manner of Lux- 
ury : and he foreſaw well cnough, thar it could not lai 
and ſubſiſt long at that rate : for the Tin&ture would not 
maintain him. And to turn it into Gold, or ſell ir for a 
ſmall or would turn to no Account, as he had alwaics 
hoped it would by Augmentation, and thereby to gain an 
incxhauſtible Treaſure. 

But on the one hand, his Want and Neceſſity was f ach, 
and on the other hand, the Solicitings of thoſe who 
would buy of his Powder , were ſo importunare that he 
could..not reſiſt ſo great. Temptations : And. therefore 
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berwcen both, he reſolved npon a diſhoneſt Shift, which 
was to ſell for great Rates, Podred C:innabar, red Lead, and 
the Caput Moriuum of Aqua fortis boyled, and ſuch other In- 
gredients in ſiead of the true Ppuder, mixing alfo there- 
with ſome few Filings of Copper, that Fogliſh ignorant 
People might miſtake the ſame for a Gold-making Pou- 
der : ro ſome he ſold it without any ſuch Cozening Ad- 
dition as Coppar: And if they were not able to tinge with 
it, he would lay the Blame on their Impatience and Un- 
$kilfulncſs in making the Projetion. To others, he paw- 
ned ſome of his Counterfeit TinEture for a great ſumm 
of Money, which he pretended, he had a preſent uſe for: 
but he was loath to ſpend his TinCture in projecting, be- 
cauſe he hoped to augment it with a Thouſand-fold ad- 
yantage : And that they might ſee the TinCture was ge- 
nuine and true, he took ſome of it and wrapt it up in 
a little Wax, with which he mingled a little of his righr 
Tin&ure, which he called his Crocxs, or Ponder of Redu- 
tion, and ſo tinged therewith. 

By this means he got very many 1c00's of Croivns, and 
over and above he got P. C. de L. and C. L. to be his Aili- 
ſtants and rartners in theſe Myiteries. Burt the Impudenr 
ſort, among, which A. C.P. and his Cofen C.B. arc to be 
reckoned, he gave them whole Ingots which he had caſt, 
conlitting of equal parts of Gold and Silvcr; then filing 
ſome of them, and diſſoivin} it into common 49»a for! s, 
which he brought with him , he affirmed that now his 
TinCture was cxalted into a Menſtruum, which would pre- 
ſcntly change Silver into Gold : and that as ſoon as cver 
the price or value which was to be paid for its purchaſe 
{ſhould be pur rhcreto, it would be converted into Gola : 

it hath been alſo iurther related to me, That he grew to 
that Degree of Impudence, as to tinge ſome.ſort of Coins 
after this manner into Gold, before the Empreſs Dowager 
and the. Empercur himfelt, Yea, this fellow was ſo arro- 
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gant, as to cauſe his own Effigies to be drawn on ſome of 
thoſe falſe Coins which he did attempt deceitfully ro put 
off, 

Yet this matter could not be kept ſo ſecrer,but rhe more 
prudent began to ſmell the Chear,and to mutter ſomething 
abour it; which was very ill taken in the Emperours Courr, 
tor he was in ſuch Credit there, that it was not ſafe to im- 
pcach him, as being received into the Emperors. Protecti- 
on, both againſt the Clergy and the Secular Power, and 
even againſt the skilful in the ſame Art. For great men 
are loth to acknowledge their Error;but think themſelves, 
tho under a Miſtake, to be as infallible as the Pope him. 
ſelf. 

Thoſe who were not much concern'd in the Matter, ſuf- 
fered irſo t > pals, as taking little Notice of it ; but ſome 
true Philoſophers were very much aggriev'd, That ſoin. 
famous an Impollor, after ſo many Vows and Proteſia- 
tions made by him to the contrary, and aſter ſuch evident 
Proofs of his former debauch'd Lite, after ſo many villa- 
nous Crimes committed, and his baſe Proſtitution openly 
of ſo noble an Art of Chymillry, ſhould yer rakhilund 
ing that he ranted it-up and down in his Coach in Maſqua- 
radcs, before the Emperours Court, be maintain'd and pro- 
rected by him. Bur others,who had been cozened by Fiim 
of great Summs of Money,even to many thouſand Ducats, 
with his adultcrate Tin t:rc, could nor ſo reſt ſatisked, but 
brought in their Action againſt him at common Law : 
where, after ſome time and much Expence, they obtained 
Judgment againſt him, bur it never was put in Execution, 
though all other means were try'd, 

Now the Emperour,unleſs he would have left his Fayo- 
rite 7YVecefians tothe Juriſdiction and power of his Judges, 
and Rigor of the Law,muſt needs interpoſe : for the Com- 
plaints made againſt him tor his inſolent and abuſive pra- 
iſles were ſo many, and the Fame of them was ſpread - 
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[31] 
far abroad in the world, Thar his Imperial Majeſty thought 
ir more convenient to haye the Nolale of it altogether ſup- 
reſt. 

/ To be ſhort, The Emperour paid all his Debts, and thar 
he might prevent his farther opportunity of Coſenage, he 
got trom him the reſt of his Tincture, and then adyanc'd 
him to the moſt Ancient Order of Barrony in Eohimia, by 
the Title of Baror; Seyltr of Seyle;brreh , and afterwards 
made him Hereditary Maſter of the Mint of Zohemria : and 
having thus preferred him, he ſent him away from his 
Court to Prague, where he now lives very gallantly ; and 
hath made Fryer Frazci« the Steward of his Houſe : hay- 
ing married a Second Wile, called YValdes Kircheriana, 2 
handſome woman, and of a Noble Family. 

In the mean time, a Rumor was ſpread all over Germany, 
That the Devil had carrica him away Soul and Body, Which 
Report, though it might have ſome good grounds, yer, for 
this time it was not true: bur he hath very great reaſon 
ro ſear thar it may prove true, at laſt,-if he doth nor 
amend his Lite : and the Event thereof we muſt expect. 


I have deſcribed the Series of this Story both to vindi- 
cate the Truth, and alſo to ſatisfy ſo many Curious, who 
have deſpicable thoughts of Chymiſlry. If I have miſla- 
kenin any Paſſage. tr, Y/Venceflaus is yet alive, and I car- 
reHy deſire him to amend and reQtity my miſlakes, and 


ro Findicate himſelf,by giving the World a more exa& Ac- 


count thereof, that he may no longer lye under any unjuſt 
Reficction. 

For a Concluſion, 1 heartily wiſh, That if God ſhould 
bleſs any lover of this noble Art, with ſome ſuch like Frea- 
ſure,he would uſe it berter than 3'Yexc: aus hath done : for 
rhe Glory of God, the Renefit and adyantage of his Neigh- 


bour and the furtherance of his 0:xn eyerlaſling Salvatior Te; s ; 
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